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By Guy Hand 


It sounds brilliant. Playing for your country, playing in an 
FA Cup Final, playing in the English Premier League, 
competing at an Olympic Games ~ all in the space of six 
months. 
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An Affair 


By Michael Lynch” 


Aighligh 


‘As he jetted into Australia for the two vital qualification matches against the Solomon 
Islands Vince Grella celebrated his 25th birthday. Such anniversaries are often times ‘Sabet a, Ae i mete 
when people take stock of where they are in life, and if Grella needed time to pause : ano ~ the first of ume 
and reflect on what has been a tumultuous 18 months in his career, the long plane rp a 
journey from Italy to Australia would have been the perfect opportunity - 
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GK —-MARKSCHWARZER 06.10.1872, MIDDLESBROUGH ENGLAND ok FEUXRAY JR 120083 NAKA SOL 
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MF BRETT EMERTON 72021979 BLACKBURN ROVERS ENGLAND ESL ELON ES EA SO SY ae 
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Gk —_ZELJKO KALAC 16121972 PERUGIA Tay MF MENEYFAARODO J 051082 FAWKNER BLUES as. 
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IslandDreaming 


By Ben Coonan 


When Spanish referee Eduardo Iturralde Gonzalez blew —'=90/aty 1998. when stew 
the final whistle on June’s OFC Nations Cup in Adelaide, 
the roars of 500,000 Solomon Islanders could be heard 
around the world, 


commonly assciotod with unto we 3 Ocean 
Iwachladan beauty than occur ? Hawg d the am 
achvement, had acomshe what v9 9 1 


Two blstring sts fro 

match had on the Solana ed the 

unchallenged supremacy ov responte to tna 
The Nati tone 20, 
280 and . 


thai nals, what litle snterational thaiodi ibe AOE: 
ever OFC Nations Cup fina vas afforded tothe Soloman be err ay ee 
Aoi Nindmarsh Stadium wi Paevpating 0 by beating Vanuaty 2 


‘A navion ravaged by umonal sre 


“Along the street youths, 
boys and girls and elderly 
were waiting to get a 
slimpse of their heroes. 
Never before was this kind 
of welcome given to any 
soceppteam, Even the 


Parliament session has 
haditD'Be suspended just 
to allow the PrimewMinister 
and members of Parliament 
to welcome the teathome. 
it was all jubilatior/ 
everywhere and the 
motorcade which) took tHe 
boys on the vidtOry parade 
from Hendersoni/to White 
River took almost three, 
Fplirs to complete” 


Solomon Islands Media Officer 
Francis Pituvaka describing the 
Solomons homecoming in June 
following their epic 2-2 draw 
with Australia 
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International Experience: 2002 & 2004 OFC Nations 

Cup, 2006 Word Cup Qualifiers 

Underage Honours: Orc Games 2004 Qualifiers, 
Qualifiers, 171968 Qualifies 


CCorrent Club: Fawkes Blues (Australia) 
Former Club: Melbourne Knights (usta) 
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“Everyonce in a while someone truly special comes along. Someone out of the 
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JCB Is One of the World’s Five 
International Credit Card Brands 


http://www.jcb-global.com/ 


JCB is the Official Sponsor of AFC 


MAKE IT TO HALF TIME 


MAKE IT TO FULL TIME 


MAKE IT THROUGH EXTRA TIME 


MAKE IT TO THE BACK PAGE 


IT AIN'T OVER ‘TIL YOU SAY IT’S OVER 


